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1 . □ The Notice of Appeal filed on is not acceptable because: 

(a) □ it was not timely filed. 

(b) □ the statutory fee for filing the appeal was not submitted. See 37 CFR 1 .1 7(b). 

(c) □ the appeal fee received on was not timely filed. 

(d) □ the submitted fee of $ is insufficient. The appeal fee required by 37 CFR 1.17(b) is § . 

(e) □ the appeal is not in compliance with 37 CFR 1.191 in that there is no record of a second or a final rejection 

in this application. 

(f) □ a Notice of Allowability, PTO-37, was mailed by the Office on . 

2. Kl The appeal brief filed on Jan 8, 2003 is NOT acceptable for the reason{s) indicated below: 

(a) □ the brief and/or brief fee is untimely. See 37 CFR 1 .1 92. 

(b) □ the statutory fee for filing the brief has not been submitted. See 37 CFR 1 .1 7(c). 

(c) □ the submitted brief fee of $ is insufficient. The brief fee required by 37 CFR 1.17(c) is $ . 

The appeal in this application will be dismissed unless corrective action is taken to timely submit the brief and requisite 
fee. Extensions of time may be obtained under 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

3. □ The appeal in this application is DISMISSED because: 

(a) □ the statutory fee for filing the brief as required under 37 CFR 1.17(c) was not timely submitted and the period 

for obtaining an extension of time to file the brief under 37 CFR 1.136 has expired. 

(b) □ the brief was not timely filed and the period for obtaining an extension of time to file the brief under 37 CFR 

1.136 has expired. 

(c) □ Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.114 was filed on . 

(d) □ other: 

4. □ Because of the dismissal of the appeal, this application: 

(a) □ is abandoned because there are no allowed claims. 

(b) □ is before the examiner for final disposition because it contains allowed claims. Prosecution on the merits 

remains CLOSED. 

(c) □ is before the examiner for consideration of the submission and prosecution has been reopened pursuant to 37 

CFR 1.114. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. On page 6 of the appeal brief filed on 1/8/03, section VII "Grouping of Claims", claims 1- 
37 are cited as standing or falling together which is incorrect. Only claims 20-39 are pending. 
Also on page 6 in section VIII "Argument", rejection of claims 20-37 under 102(e) over Chow is 
noted but the 102(e) rejection over Chow is directed to claims 20-39, not 20-37. 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Chris Chin whose telephone number is (703) 308-3991. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 10:00 am to 7:30 pm. The examiner can also be 
reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Long Le, can be reached on (703) 305-3399. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 308-4242. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0196. 

CHRISTOPHER L CHIN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
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